GEORGE THE THIRD
The Middlesex Journal, two notorious Opposition papers pub-
lished by Thompson and Wheble respectively; and moved that
since the reports violated the Standing Order the two publishers
ought to be brought to the Bar of the House to receive punish-
ment. The matter was hotly debated. On the other side it was
argued truly enough that the reports complained of were not
more scurrilous than those which appeared in Government
papers; and some speakers even took the line that despite the
existence of the Standing Order the electors had the right to
know how their representatives spoke and voted in Parliament.
They were ready to concede the point that misrepresentation
ought to be punished, but such punishment ought to be meted
out in the courts on the complaint of the person or persons
concerned. Onslow's motion was duly carried; and Thompson
and Wheble were ordered to appear at the Bar. They ignored
the order; and on February 26th by an overwhelming majority
[160 to 17] the House commanded the Serjeant-at-Arms to take
them into custody. But the two publishers refused to admit the
Serjeant-at-Arms, and the warrant was therefore not executed.
On March 4th Onslow brought in a motion for an Address to
the King begging him to issue a proclamation with a reward
for the apprehension of Thompson and Wheble.
No sooner was the proclamation published than a certain
Printer of the name of Carpenter seized Wheble and took him
before Alderman Wilkes, who promptly discharged the arrested
man, and bound Carpenter over to appear for trial on the charge
of assault against Wheble. When Thompson was arrested and
brought before Alderman Oliver a similar procedure was adopted.
Wilkes immediately wrote to the Secretary of State to explain
the action he had taken: he noted that Wheble was not charged
with any crime in the proclamation, and then stated that his
arrest by Carpenter not only violated * the rights of an English-
man ' but also * the chartered liberties of the City/ The magis-
trates, however, supplied the persons who had effected the arrests
with certificates so that they might claim the reward named in
the proclamation!
Wilkes and Oliver had put the Government in a ludicrous
position. It was perfectly clear that from start to finish the
proceedings in the magistrates' courts had been skilfully planned.
The man Carpenter turned out to be Wheble's * devil'; and
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